The challenges of farming today

We understand the nature
of the farming industry






We can signpost the way
to practical help
Borderlands Rural Chaplaincy is
supported by partners that
include:
Arthur Rank, Farming Community Network,
Shropshire Rural Support, Addington Fund,
Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution,
National Farmers Union, Hereford Rural Hub,
local GPs, Herefordshire Mind, Shropshire Mind
Herefordshire Council, West Mercia Police, and
Age UK.





Young men and women, born into
farming, waiting to take over the
reins, with the fear of failure and
disgrace at losing the family
inheritance.
The demands of farming can
make it a very isolated and lonely
business.
Livestock markets have changed
– so much goes to kill that there
is less reason for farmers to stay
and socialise.
An unsettling fear of change.
Uncertainty of markets.
Soaring costs and increased
risk of disease.
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What We Do

Who We Are

We offer a confidential, listening ear
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Marches Methodist Circuit, Borderlands
Rural Chaplains work in Herefordshire,
Shropshire and Eastern Powys.

Our Team
David Gwatkin

Since our inception in 2013 we have
helped

over

100

individuals

and

knows first hand how
mental illness, left
undiagnosed and untreated
can easily escalate and
how effective a pair of
listening ears can be.

families through difficult situations such

Nick Read
"Through the networks
that I belong to I am
able to access
confidential help and
support for farmers in
need.”

as animal disease, family problems,
mental ill-health and the demands of
farming processes.
Sue Williams

“The good person brings
good things out of the
good stored up in their
hearts.”

“As a farmer’s daughter, I
understand the loneliness
and isolation farmers
endure from time to time.
This is one of my main
concerns.”

“Having farmed myself
and changed direction
in life, I know that there
is hope and happiness
and a future.”

Funded, supported and managed by
churches of different denominations we
assist in various ways, from a one-off
phone call to on-going pastoral and
practical care.

Contact Us
Mike Jones

Luke 6:45

David Dutton
“I understand the
farming community and I
think unless you’ve been
involved in farm work
it’s not easy to get into
farmers’ minds.”

We collaborate with national agencies who
can assist farmers with emergency finance.
Working alongside agencies such as the
Farming Community Network, Shropshire
Rural Support, The Arthur Rank Centre, The
Addington Fund, RABI and The National
Farmers’ Union, we are “church without
walls”, committed to serving our
rural populations.

www.borderchaplain.org
Helpline: 07958 591646
borderlandschaplaincyinfo@gmailcom

For Herefordshire:
brc.gwatkin@ymail.com
For Shropshire:
brc.dutton@yahoo.com

